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HERE having very lately crept 

; abroad a certain printed Paper, im- 
poſing upon the World a Liſt of 

what Engliſh Men of War have been taken 
by the Enemy, from the beginning of the 
preſent War, to the Firſt of Ofbober 1695, 
compared with thoſe they haye Loſt within 
| A 2 that 
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that Time I think my elf obliged to un- 
deceive ſuch Perſons, who ſhall give them- 
ſelves the Trouble to peruſe the ſaid Paper, 
by laying open, not only che Partiality, 
but Ignorance of its Author, in the Buſi- 
-neſs he has taken in hand: And in order 
_ thereunto, I ſhall begin with the Liſt of 
the Ships of War he fays the Enemy 
have Loſt; the whole Number whereof he 
makes but Five; though *ris notoriouſly 
known, and allowed of, by the Enemy 
themſelves, That 1h the Year 169 ; Four- 
teen,of their Capital Ships were Letroved 
by our Flect, under the Command of Ad- 
miral Rzfſef, at Cherbrook and La Hogue, 
Two of which were mounted each with 
One hundred and four Guns, and the others 
from Ninety to Fitcy ſix, carrying in the 
whole. One thouſand and {ixty, befides Two 
of Sixty Guns each, which were faid to be 
funk in Fight ; which though, on their be- 
half, he induſtrioufly avoids the mentioning, 


yet in the Liſt of our Naval Lofles, he nor. 


only gives an Account of thofe Ships the 
Enemy have taken from us, but ſqueezes in 
all ſuch as have been loſt by bad Weather, 
9r other Accidents; and eyen thoſe very 
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Ships, and the finalleſt Veſſels alſo, which 
(in regard of their Age and Crazineſs } 
have ( after being Caſt ) been either Sald, 
or Sunk for defence of our Dacks or Gra- 
ving-Places from. the Sea; and though the 
Guns belonging .to thoſe Ships and Veſlcls 
were taken out and placed in His Majeſty's 
Stores before they were diſpoſed of, yet he 
Sums them up among the Number of thoſe - 
which have been really Loſt. 1 
But that it may the more plainly appear;.. 
how many Ships of cach Rate the Enemy 


| have both-Taken from Us, and Deſtroyed, 


during this 'long War, I think it-neceſlary -- 
ro put down the following Account, viz... 
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and one of them a Ship for--- 
| merly taken from the Enemy. 
Soc of which were Ketches, . 
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. Two of which were Fireſhips,>. 
Ss — 12: 


one a 'Tartan, and another a : 
ſmall Adyice-boar. 
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Which being'-compared with 'the Ships 
we have Taken and Deſtroyed ' of theirs, it 
will appear, that though an equal Number 
have not fallen into our Hands, yet conſi- 
dering the: Magnitude of' the Ships, and 
conſ.quently their Guns, amounting to al- 
moſt the ſame Number as ours, { moſt of 
which were very ſmall,) neither the Ene- 
my, nor .the' Author, have -any great Rea- 
ſon to value themſelves upon the Advantage 
they have of Us in this Particular. 


As to the Number of 'our Ships which 
have been Caſt away, I am of -Opinion, 
That when the Length of the War, and 
the great Numbers cf all forts of Ships 
which have been conſtantly kept abroad, 
( even in the Winter Seaſon, when they 
muſt unavoidably be-expoſed to the greareſt 


Hazards,) fhall' be duly conſidered, 1t can- 
ner be reaſonably expected, their Number 
_ wil prove very ſmall; but, as 1t 1s, I have 
here inſericd an Impartial Account. 
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What Ships of each- Rate have been caſt away; 
or burnt . by Accident ſince the beginning of 
the War.. C2900 ct 0177 135093 2 
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In this place I think it not amiſs to. ob-- 
ſerve, that as we are obliged to keep con- - 
ſtantly at Sea great--Numbers - of Ships + 
both at home and abroad, . the Enemy - 
have, for Years paſt, been -ſo far from e&x-- 
poſing themſelves to the frequent Dangers - 
attending that Element, as to keep almoſt 
their whole Strength within their Harbours;. 
contenting themſelves only in carrying on a : 

Pirancal.: 
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*Piratical War ; which is the only Reaſon 
 tharour ascidencal Loſſes \ſmnmount thoſe af 
- thairs. . Put the -Gentieman, agamit whom 

I have taken up the Cudgels, inſiuatmy in 
- his Paper his own melancholy Thoughts up- 

on the ſcore df. the great Decreaſe of our 

-preſent Naval Strength, to what it was at 

at the beginning of the War, I have hereun- 

der made a modeſt Account, how that 

Matter ſtands; by which it will appear,” 
how little Trouble he has been at, to make 
-himfclf Maſter of the Matter wherein he 

has employ'd his Pen. 


Decreaſe ſince the beginning of the War, 
| Rate. =_ 


(9 ) 


\ Icreaſe ſince the beginning of the War, 
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It muſt be confeſs'd, that the Lofles the 
Merchants have ſuſtained during this War 
is very conſiderable; But in regard they do 
at a Time of ſo great Action, and when the 
Seas are ſo much peſtered with the Enemies 
Privateers, Trade with almoſt as much Free- 
dom as if there was a ſetled Peace, it is not 
a matter of Wonder ( tho? tis much to be 
lamented, ) that their Lofles have been. fo 
great ; cſpecially when *tis conſider'd, that 
they have not only yery often ventured with- 
out Convoys, but deſerted ſuch Convoys 
as have been. appointed them, ſo ſoon as 
they came within the ſmell of the Land, In 
hopcs thereby to foreſtall-the: Markets. And 
as for the late Loſſes of the E, India Com- 
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pany, had they ( by the beſt Information FT 

come at, ) been pleafed to have made 
thoſe Gentlemen, who ſit -at the Helm of 
our Navyal-Force , more privy to their Af- 


fairs, I dare be bold to ſay, that much of 


their Lofles night very probably have been. 
faved, by the timely placing Ships in a pro- 
per Station, to have met with. their Trade 
in 1ts Return. 

The laſt thing that think fit to take Notice: 
of is, That in the lamentable Account he 
gives of the Decreaſe of our Sca-Strength, 
ſince the beginning of the War, he is alto-- 
gether a. Stranger, ( or at [caſt ſeems to be 
fo, ) that above Twelve of the Ships and: 
Veſſcls. in his Liſt are fuch. as the French. 
had loſt to us : and he takes a more than or. 
dinary Care to croud in ſach Fircſhips as, 
have been burnt on. Seryice againſt the Enc- 
my, and to draw the Curtain over the Pri- 
yateers we have taken from them; the latter. 
whereof, in Reputation to our Sea-Comman- 
ders, ( who, as well as others, are but too 
qgften expoſed to the laſh of ignorant and 
malicious Tongues and Pens, ) I have juſtly 
numbred One Hundred Eigtity Two, Sixty 
Seven whereof were from. Ten Guns to- 

Fifty 
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Fifty. Sx, and very . few of them under 
| Twenty ; beſides Ten which were deſtroy'd 
} - between the 1oth of May 1694, and the 
' © *farſt Oflober 1695. 
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